INTRODUCTION
In the Indian system of medicine, Kutaja bija is an important seed drug. It is used in diarrhoea and dysentery. It is an astringent, antiperiodic and febrifuge. It is known as Kudasappalai or Vetpalaisrisi in Siddha system and Inderjou in Unani system. The seeds of Madras crude drug trade has been identified in our analytical laboratory as the seeds of Holarrhena antidysenterica Wall as described in various Materia Medicae. As a complete pharmacognosy has not so far been reported, an attempt has been initiated in our analytical laboratory. The concentrated water extract of the seeds was also subjected to T. L. C. on silica gel. Table IV .
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Kutaja
RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS:
Macroscopical :
The seed are linear or oblong, yellowish brown in colour, upto 16 x 4 mm. in size and highly bitter in taste. They are laterally compressed.
Dosal surface in convex, ventral surface is near flat or concave. Wooly in nature and the seed breaks easily. The apical coma is deciduous and they are completely absent in the drug. The embryo has a well developed cotyledons which are twisted and complicated. It is the most important character of the drug.
Microscopical:
In cross section the seed shows a complicated structure. The testa is 3 - 
DISCUSSION :
Macroscopical and microscopical characters of the drug are very characteristic and they can very well be accepted as standard parameters in analyzing the drug. Thin Layer Chromatography of Petroleum ether extract gave 3 and 9 spots in Ultra Violet Rays and day light respectively, and the water extract gave I and 2 spots in Ultra Violet rays and day light respectively. The green coloured fixed oil confirms the sources of the drug beyond and doubt because the oil of wrightia tinctoria R. Br. is deep red in colour. Further analysis are in progress in our laboratory.
